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CARE RECOMMENDATIONS PRIOR USING PRODUCT 
 
 

PREINSPECTIONS 

It is recommendable to check the goods once have been picked up: 

- Cuts / Damage to outside of tube / reinforcing 

- Inspection of internal liner 

- Check tape at ends of tubes are properly secured 

Store tubes correctly 

- Out of the weather 

- Without deforming 

- Secure from wind 

- Store in a safety area out of the way of workers 

Check dimensions of the tubes 

- When cutting is required, contact Consystex to ensure correct tapes and retaping techniques 

are employed 

Inspection of the tubes prior to installing over reinforcing steel 

- No damage to inside liner 

- No external damage 

- Ensure that the tape at ends of the tube is secure and effective to avoid concrete egress 

SET UP 

1. Inspect the steel reinforcing to ensure that no tie wire, stirrups, reo bars, or other material is 

protruding that may scratch the liner of the form whilst installing. 

2. Fit PVS conduits on outside of reo bars to ensure safety and quality of form is maintained as per 

order requirements. 

3. Tube to maintain outer round shape at all times 

a. Use round ply template or timber to do not allow horizontal movements on base and top of form. 

b. IMPORTANT: no external bracing to be applied to the tubes unless specified and agreed to by a 

certified Consystex representative. 
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POURING 

 
Prior to commencing the concrete pour, inspect the inner liner and the outer tube for any obvious 

damage that may either result in poor surface finish, or any other potential risks. 

Prior to pouring the concrete, check the Consystex Product Data sheet to ensure whether the pour is 

unrestricted or should meet a specific pour rate. The maximum unrestricted pour heights vary for 

each column diameter, and Consystex shall supply the relevant wall thickness to achieve safe filling 

up to the maximum allowable unrestricted pour heights. Higher columns requiring controlled pour 

rates shall be poured at the prescribed controlled pour rate up to the maximum allowable controlled 

pour height. For column heights greater than the maximum allowable controlled pour rate, confirm 

with Consystex as to whether thicker wall tubes are possible, or multiple pours are required for such 

column heights. 

When pouring the concrete into the Consystex column form, place the concrete pump hose and 

vibrator within the centre of the steel cage and position both as low as possible towards the base of 

the tube. 

Upon commencement of the concrete pour, withdraw both the hose and vibrator evenly during the 

pour. Do not move the vibrator up and down excessively as this will increase the incidence of 

honeycomb on the concrete surface, and may result in vibrator burns on the inner liner / tube. 

Do not rest the hose on the top of the tube during a pour as this may result in damage to the top of 

the tube or taped liner interface, and concrete may enter between the tube and the inner plastic 

liner. 

Do not direct the flow of concrete towards the wall of the tube, as the aggregate in the concrete 
may wear through the inner liner, or damage the inner liner join /seam and also result in 
concrete entering between the liner and the tube. 

 

The reference to the suitability of Consystex for unrestricted concrete pour rates relates to the 
tubes ability to ensure adequate strength / burst resistance. Faster / unrestricted pour rates 
may however result in a poorer surface finish of the concrete which is purely a function of the 

concrete properties and the pouring method employed. (Consystex cannot be held responsible 
for poor surface finishes as a result of different concrete mixes or pouring methods). 

 

Particular attention should be paid to high columns with modified or Greenstar concretes. Any 
concrete mix which has a significantly extended initial set time (say greater than 2 hours) should 
be identified and the concretes specific properties advised to Consystex to check the suitability 
of the individual pour heights required. 
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Other than ensuring adequate care is taken in storing and placing a column forming system, the 
greatest variable on achieving a suitable surface finish on the column form relates to the type of 
concrete used, and the method of placing/pouring and vibrating the concrete. 

 
- Inspect the columns for internal damage to the liner, or delamination of the tape at the 

ends of the column form. 
- The vibrator should be placed at the centre bottom of the column prior to the concrete 

being poured. 

- The concrete should be placed using a suitable hose/rubber capable of reaching the 
base of the tube/column form. 

- As the concrete is poured, the rubber and the vibrator shall be withdrawn progressively 
in an even and upward motion, avoiding excessive downward motions of the vibrator. 

- References that Consystex can be poured at unrestricted pour rate relates to the tubes 
strength and ability to resist rupturing (check the maximum unrestricted pour heights 
for each diameter column form as controlled pours may be required for columns higher 
than the approved level.) 

 
NOTE: unrestricted/fast pours may result in reduced quality of surface finish of the column. 

 
For any further information or clarification, please do not hesitate to contact the Consystex 
customer support team. 
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